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About the Symposium

The focus of this two-day symposium on September 15 and 16 is to provide a forum for
scientists and managers to present and discuss historical and ongoing research on the Kona (West
Hawaii) marine ecosystem.

Registration is free and the symposium is open to all who wish to attend. Registration will begin
on May 1st and can be done online through our website. You will also be able to submit abstracts
for oral presentations online starting May 1, 2011. Abstracts must be submitted online through
the website by July 15, 2011 to be considered for oral presentations.

We have reserved a block of rooms at a special rate under "Kona IEA Symposium". Be sure to
reserve your rooms early, as they are limited. These rooms will be available at this special rate
until August 1, 2011.

Dates to Remember

May 1, 2011 — Registration and abstract submission begins
June 1, 2011 — Abstract submission deadline

July 1, 2011 - Notification e-mails about Abstract Acceptance
July 15, 2011 — Attendance confirmation from presenters




August 1, 2011 — King Kamehameha's Kona Beach Hotel room reservations deadline

For more information about the symposium or the Kona IEA visit our website at
http://www.pifsc.noaa.gov/kona_iea/

About the Kona IEA Project

NOAA'’s Pacific Islands Fisheries Science Center has begun a pilot Integrated Ecosystem
Assessment (IEA) program for the Kona region of Hawaii. The purpose of an IEA is to perform
a formal synthesis and quantitative analysis of information on relevant natural and socio—
economic factors, specifically in relation to identified ecosystem management goals for a region.
The Kona region was a natural choice for this pilot IEA project based on its dynamic ecology
and the vast history of research done in this area. The Kona region contains a diverse group of
unique species that have been the subject of many long-term studies. In addition, the Kona
region has many potential management issues now and in the future. These include a growing
aquaculture program, a large recreational dive community, and an active recreational fishery
with an annual billfish tournament hosted in Kona.

The first stage of the Kona IEA program focuses on completing the first important steps of the
IEA process. These include internal and external scoping processes to understand what is known
about the system and to identify key management issues and potential data sources. Work on
these initial steps has begun at the PIFSC, with a working group formed to identify issues of
interest to the center around Kona. A major focus of the IEA however, is to form a collaborative
effort between the NOAA PIFSC and managers of Federal, State and University institutions that
conduct research in the Kona region. It is through this collaboration that we hope to identify
common management issues of interest, as well as continue to identify important ecosystem
drivers of the system. The desired result of this process is the ability to assess the Kona
ecosystem, and to provide information on current and predicted states of ecosystem health under
different scenarios.

Additionally, work on several initial scientific research projects has begun in 2010. These
include the construction of two ecosystem models for the reef and coastal areas of Kona, the
construction of socio-economic indicators for the Kona region, and a project using a circulation
model to understand how eddies on the Kona coast may influence larval fish transport and
settlement.

Another goal for 2011 is to finish the Kona IEA website and multiyear plan for the PIFSC IEA
program. The aim of the website is to integrate data products generated from the Kona IEA
project with existing data streams from IEA partners. The purpose of the multi-year plan is to
detail the future direction of the program and identify our desired research projects and goals
both for the Kona IEA project and overall PIFSC IEA program. Other highlights in 2011 include
a ten-day oceanographic research cruise aboard the NOAA ship Oscar Elton Sette during July
2011, and a two-day research symposium to be held in Kailua-Kona during September 2011.

For additional information on the Kona IEA please contact either Evan Howell or Jeffrey
Polovina at the Pacific Islands Fisheries Science Center.




