
NOAA’s Southeast and Caribbean Region
Science, Service, and Stewardship

From the Carolinas to the Florida Keys and the U.S. Caribbean, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) is working with partners and stakeholders to address both national priorities 
and the critical challenges that define this region.

NOAA Priorities Addressing Regional Issues

•  Ensuring Healthy Oceans
Coastal and marine habitats in the Southeast and Caribbean region are threatened by land use 
changes and increased demands on water supplies. Five commercially important fish stocks are 
already classified as overfished, and eight more are subject to overfishing. NOAA is working with 
local agencies, communities, and researchers to better understand ecosystem processes (includ-
ing human elements) and develop protection and management strategies that promote ecosys-
tem sustainability. For example, recent efforts have led to the protection of 23,000 square miles 
of sensitive deepwater coral habitat that support a wide range of fish and invertebrates.

•  Enabling Climate Adaptation and Mitigation
Low-lying coastal areas, intense population growth, valuable fisheries, and fragile coral reef 
systems are some of the characteristics that make this region particularly vulnerable to impacts 
from climate change. Considerations for this region include sea level rise, coastal erosion, ocean 
acidification, elevated water temperatures, changes in precipitation, drought, and more frequent 
weather events such as storms and flooding. NOAA is enhancing its climate-related services in 
this region by working directly with stakeholders to meet their needs for credible information 
related to local- and region-specific impacts and adaptation strategies.

•  Supporting a Weather-Ready Nation
NOAA is helping residents and businesses in this region prepare for and respond to high-impact 
weather events, including hurricanes, severe thunderstorms and tornadoes, crippling snow and 
ice storms, drought, and flooding. Efforts are focused on reducing the societal impacts, improv-
ing water resource management, improving transportation efficiency and safety, and working 
with the public health sector to identify linkages among human health, weather, water, and 
climate to improve the health of people and communities.

•  Promoting Resilient Coastal Communities and Economies
Over 40 million people live in the Southeast and Caribbean region, with coastal counties provid-
ing almost half the economic activity. With increasing demands on resources, coastal communi-
ties must balance environmental and economic considerations. NOAA is working with stake-
holders to increase resilience and productivity in the region through comprehensive ocean and 
coastal planning, improved water quality and marine transportation, and reduction of impacts 
from hazards. 



Improving Services Regionally – 
the NOAA Southeast and Caribbean Regional Team

To improve NOAA’s responsiveness 
to challenges and priorities of this 
region, the NOAA Southeast and 
Caribbean Regional Team (SECART) 
fosters stronger collaborative ties 
internally and with partners and con-
stituents; works with constituents to 
evaluate and improve NOAA products 
and services; and promotes awareness 
and understanding of NOAA’s regional 
capabilities, services, and priorities. 

Example NOAA Activities in the Region

•  NOAA is advancing several of its priorities in the region by taking a highly supportive role in 
regional partnerships, such as the South Atlantic Alliance. This newly formed regional ocean 
partnership, supported by state representatives from North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, 
and Florida, is structured to address coastal and ocean issues in four areas, which align closely 
with NOAA’s priorities: healthy ecosystems, working waterfronts, clean coastal and ocean waters, 
and disaster-resilient communities. NOAA is one of three federal co-chairs and is assisting with 
various planning stages, including regional responses to the National Ocean Policy.

•  NOAA is committed to making data for the region more readily available and accessible to 
support comprehensive planning needed for multiple priorities. The new NOAA Southeast and 
Caribbean Data Explorer is a Web-based portal of geospatial data holdings from NOAA offices 
in the region. Users are able to search for data from various NOAA sources via a single interface. 

•  The Coastal and Inland Flooding Observation and Warning (CI-FLOW) Project was initiated 
in response to the devastating floods and storm surge caused by Hurricanes Floyd and Dennis 
in 1999. To advance water resource management in the region, NOAA is supporting this  mul-
tiagency effort to evaluate and test new technologies for accurate and timely identification of 
inland and coastal floods and total water levels for the Tar-Pamlico and Neuse River basins in 
North Carolina.

•  Working closely with Sea Grant, NOAA is engaging partners from across the region to build a 
regionally-focused “community of practice” of climate extension and outreach profes-
sionals. The dialogue facilitated among this community, made up of many NOAA partners, is 
enhancing NOAA’s capacity to convey more accurate and timely information, tools, and assis-
tance related to climate change impacts and adaptation to stakeholders in the Southeast and 
U.S. Caribbean. 

To learn more about SECART and other NOAA activities, products, services, partnerships, and assets 
in the Southeast and Caribbean region, contact the Southeast and Caribbean regional coordinator, 
Dr. Geno Olmi, at Geno.Olmi@noaa.gov, or the team lead, Dr. Jeffrey Payne, at Jeff.Payne@noaa.gov.

SECART members and partners met in the U.S. 
Caribbean to discuss local issues and needs. The 
meeting produced an internal Caribbean working 
group to focus on improved NOAA coordination.


