
Caribbean Drought & Precipitation Monitoring Network (CDPMN)

July-August-September (JAS)  
Rainfall Summary !

For the three month period, rainfall in the islands of the eastern 
Caribbean was normal to below normal. Trinidad, Tobago, Grenada, St. 
Vincent, St. Kitts and St. Croix were normal; Barbados and Antigua 
moderately dry; Dominica abnormally dry; Anguilla extremely dry; and 
St. Maarten severely dry. Rainfall in Guyana ranged from moderately 
wet in the west to moderately dry in the east. Aruba was normal, while 
Puerto Rico was moderately wet. Conditions in Jamaica ranged from 
normal in the west to moderately dry in the east, but Grand Cayman was 
normal. The eastern and western portions of Cuba were normal, while 
central areas were abnormal to moderately dry. Belize ranged from 
severely dry in the south to normal in the north. 
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OCT 2013-SEP 2014 
SPI 12 MONTHS

JUL-SEP 2014 
SPI 3 MONTHS

APR-SEP 2014 
SPI 6 MONTHS

Announcement 

The entire Caribbean should continue to 
monitor for low water availability over the 
coming months as the majority of the region 
draws closer to its climatological dry season, 
with the potential for onset of an El Nino event. 

Month at a Glance 

Apart from Grenada that was moderately wet, 
the islands of the eastern Caribbean 
experienced normal to below normal rainfall. 
Trinidad was normal to abnormally dry; Tobago, 
Dominica and Antigua abnormally dry; St. Kitts, 
Barbados, St. Vincent, St. Lucia and St. Croix 
normal; and Anguilla and St. Maarten 
moderately dry.  Read more…. 

Headline Impacts 

Director of Jamaica’s Met Service Jeffrey 
Spooner, declared that there have been some 
improvements with respect to the drought 
conditions. Just about four parishes at the end 
of August were [still] experiencing drought, and 
looking at the overall data, conditions are not so 
severe. However, he is advising that citizens 
should still remain cautious as conditions are 
still not back to normal. (Jamaica Gleaner, 
September 25th, 2014) !
The meteorological drought, which started last 
September, is now the worst drought since the 
2002/2003 drought in Antigua. Given the 
unquestionable impact the drought has had on 
the economy; it is not only a meteorological 
drought but also an economic drought – the 
worst type of droughts. Although the 3.66 
inches of rainfall for September was near 
normal, the near record deficit experienced in 
July resulted in well below normal rainfall for 
the period Jul-Sep; thus, a serious rainfall 
deficit relative to the given period. Read more… 
(Antigua Met Service, October 9th, 2014) !!!!
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Caribbean Drought & Precipitation Monitoring Network (CDPMN)

Drought Outlook for the End of December 
CariCOF's Drought Alert Map  

Current Drought Situation 

 Shorter-term Concern:  
–The drought situation has improved over Jamaica, but conditions 
may deteriorate over Belize, Dominica and Martinique approaching 
the end of the year."

Longer-term Concern:  
– An El Niño is quite likely to happen. El Niño often results in a drier 
rainy season. "

–Water shortages could occur in the dry season, which is our tourist 
season."

 Available for download: http://www.cimh.edu.bb/pdf/caricof_drought_end_Dec2014.pdf  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!
The Caribbean 
Drought & 
Precipitation and 
Monitoring Network 
(CDPMN) 

The Caribbean Drought and Precipitation 
Monitoring Network was launched in 
January 2009 under the Caribbean Water 
Initiative (CARIWIN). The goal of CARIWIN 
was to increase the capacity of Caribbean 
countries to deliver equitable and 
sustainable Integrated Water resources 
Management (IWRM).  

The concept was born out of the need to 
mitigate and respond to the creeping 
phenomenon, drought. Drought and the 
general precipitation status is monitored 
at the regional scale. Efforts are being 
made to enhance drought monitoring at 
the national level. !
The Caribbean 
Climate Outlook 
Forum (CariCOF) 

The CariCOF brings together climate 
experts and meteorological services in 
the Caribbean region on an operational 
basis to produce a monthly climate 
outlook. CariCOF interacts with sectoral 
users to assess the likely implications of 
the outlooks on the most pertinent socio-
economic sectors.  The Caribbean 
Institute for Meteorology and Hydrology 
(CIMH), in its role as WMO Regional 
Climate Centre in demonstration phase, 
coordinates the CariCOF process. Read 
more… 

For more information contact: 

Mr. Adrian Trotman: 
atrotman@cimh.edu.bb 

  
Mr. Anthony Moore: 

amoore@cimh.edu.bb  

Drought conditions are likely to be experienced in  Belize, in the 
vicinity of Dominica and Martinique by the end of the year  
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