
 NOAA’s Central Region Collaboration Team 
Improving NOAA’s service to the Nation through collaboration  

What is Regional Collaboration?  

NOAA Regional Collaboration is a network of NOAA employees and partners representing the agency’s 
diverse capabilities across the country. Through eight regional teams NOAA is able to address regional 
challenges, exchange information, and improve understanding of NOAA’s mission.  

Improves Understanding of Space Weather 
 
Through the development of four YouTube videos,                                      
Science-on-a-Sphere visualizations, handouts and an online                      
resources Toolkit, the CRT has led opportunities to connect  
expertise to increase knowledge of NOAA’s broad mission and  
regional capabilities.   

Fosters Information Sharing 
 
The CRT organizes and hosts “Three Minute Thesis” and “Climate             
Focal Point Showcase” webinars to feature subject matter experts  
who share information on projects, programs, and activities related to        
specific topics or audiences and presented by partners, researchers, 
and operations staff. 

Enhances Regional Climate Services 
 
The CRT develops and supports workshops and activities tailored to 
foster collaboration, showcase available products and services in the 
region, introduce key partners, and provide hands-on experience with 
climate data and information tools. This work supports advancing                 
NOAA’s efforts to build a Weather Ready Nation. 

Fosters a Network of Collaborators 
 
The CRT advances understanding of water quality issues and  
impacts by leveraging skills, knowledge, and connections of NOAA 
experts and partners through a network in the Mississippi River  
Basin. From Minnesota to the Gulf of Mexico, collaboration with Sea 
Grant programs is helping the Team extend NOAA’s expertise. 

NOAA Central Region Collaboration Team at Work:  



 
 
 

 

Central Region Team Members:  
Team members represent the diversity of programs within the region, provide expertise and connections to 
address regional challenges, exchange national and regional insights that inform action, and improve the     
understanding of and respect for NOAA’s broad mission and regional capabilities.  

NWS  
Steve Buan                                                                   
Hydrologist-in-Charge,  
North Central River Forecast Center 

Kevin Deitsch                                                                 
Warning Coordination Meteorologist,  
Weather Forecast Office, St. Louis, MO  
                                                                                                                                                                        
Steve Eddy                                                                         
Meteorologist-in-Charge,  
Weather Forecast Office, Hastings, NE 
                                                                                                 
Wendy Pearson                                                          
Hydrologist-in-Charge,  
Missouri Basin River Forecast Center 

Dianne Suess                                                                       
Executive Officer,  
Space Weather Prediction Center                                                                                              

NESDIS 
Doug Kluck                                                                              
Regional Climate Services Director,  
National Centers for Environmental Information 
 
NOAA Communications  
Keli Pirtle                                                                             
Public Affairs Officer,  
National Weather Center 
 

 
Regional Coordinator 
Bethany Perry                                                                                                                                                     
 
Regional Team Lead 
John Ogren                                                                                           
NWS Chief Learning Officer               

 

OAR 
Kurt Hondl                                                                         
Deputy Director,  
National Severe Storms Lab 
                                                                                           
Jennifer Mahoney 
Director, Earth Systems Research Lab  
Physical Sciences Division 
 
Molly Woloszyn 
Regional Drought Information Coordinator,  
National Integrated Drought Information System 
 
Partner Members 
Natalie Umphlett                                                               
Regional Climatologist,  
High Plains Regional Climate Center 
                                                                                           
Jesse Schomberg                                                            
Associate Director of Outreach and Coastal                      
Communities Extension Educator,  
University of Minnesota Sea Grant Program 
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For more information contact: noaa.centralregion@noaa.gov 

Or visit: www.regions.noaa.gov/central 


