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2MONITORING GREAT LAKES WATER LEVELS
The Great Lakes Basin
• 14,000 miles of shoreline
• 95,000 square miles of water
• 200,000 square miles of land
• 8 States & 2 Provinces

Outflow regulation
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WHY ARE LEVELS SO HIGH? – WET PATTERN

NOAA National Centers for Environmental information, Climate at a Glance

Last 3 years 
(2017-2019), 
exceptionally 
wet for the 
Great Lakes 
Basin.
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6-MONTH FORECAST (OCTOBER-MARCH)

• 2019 Records

• 2020 Provisional Record

Projected Levels (dashed 
green line):

• Has begun its seasonal 
decline

• September 2020 level was 3 
inches below the September 
2019 record high level.

• Forecast to be 6 to 8 inches 
below record high levels 
over next 6 months.

https://www.lre.usace.army.mil/Missions/Great-Lakes-Information/Great-Lakes-Water-Levels/Water-Level-Forecast/
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6-MONTH FORECAST (OCTOBER-MARCH)

• 2019 Records

• 2020 Provisional Record

Projected Levels (dashed 
green line):

• In period of seasonal decline

• September 2020 level was 3 
inches above the September 
2019 level.

• Forecast to be 7 to 10 inches 
below record high levels 
through Dec. and remain 8 to 
9 inches below provisional 
2020 record highs Jan to 
March.

https://www.lre.usace.army.mil/Missions/Great-Lakes-Information/Great-Lakes-Water-Levels/Water-Level-Forecast/
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6-MONTH FORECAST (OCTOBER-MARCH)
• 2019 Records

• 2020 Provisional Record

Projected Levels (dashed 
green line):

• In period of seasonal decline

• September 2020 level was an 
inch above the September 
2019 record high level.

• Forecast to be about 8 to 9 
inches below record high 
levels over the next 6 months.

https://www.lre.usace.army.mil/Missions/Great-Lakes-Information/Great-Lakes-Water-Levels/Water-Level-Forecast/
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6-MONTH FORECAST (OCTOBER-MARCH)

• 2019 Records

• 2020 Provisional Record

Projected Levels (dashed 
green line):

• In period of seasonal decline

• September 2020 level was 2 
inches below the September 
2019 record high level.

• Forecast to be 9 to 13 inches 
below record high levels 
through January and remain 
11 to 13 inches below 
provisional 2020 record high 
levels in Feb. & March.

https://www.lre.usace.army.mil/Missions/Great-Lakes-Information/Great-Lakes-Water-Levels/Water-Level-Forecast/
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6-MONTH FORECAST (OCTOBER-MARCH)
• 2019 Records

• 2020 Provisional Record

Projected Levels (dashed 
green line):

• In period of seasonal decline

• September 2020 level was 
15 inches below the 
September 2019 level.

• Forecast to be 15 to 21 
inches below record high 
levels, but 3 to 11 inches 
above average levels over 
the next 6 months.

https://www.lre.usace.army.mil/Missions/Great-Lakes-Information/Great-Lakes-Water-Levels/Water-Level-Forecast/
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LA NINA?

https://www.lre.usace.army.mil/Missions/Great-Lakes-Information/Great-Lakes-Water-Levels/Water-Level-Forecast/Water-Level-Outlook/
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HTTPS://WWW.LRE.USACE.ARMY.MIL/ABOUT/GREAT-LAKES-HIGH-WATER/

Water Level Contacts
John Allis
313 226 2137
John.t.allis@usace.army.mil

Deanna Apps
313 226 2979
Deanna.Apps@usace.army.mil

mailto:John.t.allis@usace.army.mil
mailto:Deanna.Apps@usace.army.mil
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