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Coastal Flood Alerts 

• Lake Shore Flood Warning
• Significant coastal flooding is occurring or is imminent

• Lake Shore Flood Watch
• Minor coastal flooding is occurring or there is potential 

for a more significant event within a few days
• Lake Shore Flood Advisory (Western Lakes) 

• Minor coastal flooding is occurring or is imminent
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WFO Buffalo Briefing



Weather Impacts on Water Levels
NOAA NWS NDFD  Forecast/NOAA GLERL Great Lakes Coastal Forecasting System



https://www.weather.gov/dtx/USCG_PortHuron

https://www.weather.gov/dtx/USCG_PortHuron
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Challenges
• Warnings/Watches/Advisories are based on water levels 

above low water datum (LWD) at water level stations.

Example: Toledo, OH
• Warning issued at 72 inches 

above LWD
• Watch issued at 60 inches 

above LWD

BASE LAKE LEVELS ARE 
AROUND CRITERIA FOR 
WATCHES AND ADVISORIES     
~ 60 INCHES  ON A DAILY BASIS
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Great Lakes Weather Forecast Offices

Presenter
Presentation Notes
NWS Great Lakes Weather Forecast Offices 
Valid January 2018

First, Check the Web: weather.gov/greatlakes
Zones http://www.nws.noaa.gov/om/marine/zone/gtlakes/glcstmz.htm
Other Links: 	weather.gov/DMAWDS
weather.gov/cle/greatlakesice

Duluth, MN                    		218-729-0653
Marquette, MI				906-475-5213
Gaylord, MI				989-732-9306
Green Bay, WI				920-497-8771
Milwaukee, WI				262-965-2906
Chicago, IL                                         815-834-0651
Grand Rapids, MI                               616-949-5150
Northern Indiana			574-834-1104
Detroit, MI				248-625-4249
Cleveland, OH				216-265-2374
Buffalo, NY                                         716-565-0013

Port Meteorological Officers, (PMOs) representing the Volunteer Ship Observation Program (VOS) available at http://www.vos.noaa.gov/met_officers.shtml

Port Meteorological Officers:
Ron Williams, Great Lakes 		218-729-0651



Great Lakes Weather

https://www.weather.gov/greatlakes/

https://www.weather.gov/

Marine Specific

https://www.weather.gov/greatlakes/
https://www.weather.gov/
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